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Transcript: Interview with Marija Mišković
Marija Mišković, Bački Monoštor, Serbia 2025
Roma Soul Food project

Interviewer: Marija, thank you for being here. Tell us something about yourself: your name and surname, your parents, where you are from, how old you are, where your family is from, whether they came from somewhere, and what they did.
Interviewee: I was born in Monoštor. My parents are also from Monoštor. Only my great-grandmother was from Hungary, and part of my grandfather’s family was from Serbia, from Monoštor. I am 79 years old.
Interviewer: What did they do? You can also speak Romani.
Interviewee: I used to work in agriculture. I worked, and that is why my spine suffered. I also went to Germany, and I was also in Austria to work, in the fields. That is how my husband and I acquired a house. I have children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and I have everything.
Interviewer: Congratulations. Tell me about your childhood, when you were young. What do you remember eating? How much food was there? What did you cook? What did you do for Christmas, Easter, other holidays, or your name day? What are your memories?
Interviewee: We cooked all sorts of things: beans, baked potatoes, boiled potatoes. A little bacon was added. It was poor, but no one was offended. Whatever was prepared, we ate. There was sauce, tomato sauce, and dishes with bread. Bread had to be there. We did not eat bought bread.
Interviewer: Did you make the bread yourself?
Interviewee: Yes, ourselves. We baked everything ourselves. That was how it was.
Interviewer: And for Christmas?
Interviewee: For Christmas and Easter there was meat, soup, roast, salad. Cakes were made too: gibanica, cheese pie, and other baked dishes.
Interviewer: What kind of cake did you like when you were young? When you were a little girl, what was your favorite food?
Interviewee: Sweets? With poppy seed. Poppy seed.
Interviewer: When people were sick, what did they treat themselves with? Did they use any herbs? How did people take care of themselves then?
Interviewee: We did not have herbs. It was not like that. But there was an older woman who knew how to help when someone had stomach problems. Doctors do not always see everything, you know. She knew how to set things right if someone’s stomach hurt.
Interviewer: Did she adjust things?
Interviewee: She would help with stomach aches. She was my aunt. She knew, for example, if something was wrong with your kidney, she would put it back in place, so to speak. People lifted wood and heavy things. There were no machines like today. When people lifted too much, she would help them and adjust the spine too. That is how it was.
Interviewer: And when a child was sick?
Interviewee: When a child was sick, you needed a doctor, and for that you needed money. If you did not have money, then it was difficult, whatever the time.
Interviewer: Was water important too?
Interviewee: Yes. You cleaned with water. You washed the face, the hands, everything. Water was important.
Interviewer: Was the water boiled?
Interviewee: Yes.
Interviewer: Now that you are an adult woman, what do you remember about life in the village? How did people live? How did they celebrate holidays? What are your memories from thirty or forty years ago?
Interviewee: There was an inn. There was a place where people danced the waltz, and another where people danced in a circle. They had a dance floor.
Interviewer: What kind of circle dance was it?
Interviewee: They danced in a circle. They all joined in and danced.
Interviewer: And the music?
Interviewee: The music was very beautiful. They had accordions and played all kinds of songs. There was also violin. My uncle played the violin. He was the greatest violinist. His name was Andro, Andrija.
Interviewer: Do you remember the most beautiful melody or song that you loved?
Interviewee: When we were girls, everything was beautiful.
Interviewer: Do you remember any song, melody, or lullaby?
Interviewee: There were beautiful songs. We sang, we danced, we were happy. Poor, but happy. Now they do not celebrate like that anymore. It seems they are not as joyful now.
Interviewer: Tell me, what did you like to cook the most? When you used to cook, what gave you the greatest pleasure?
Interviewee: Beans. And poppy seed cake. Beans and scones. That was what I loved most. I loved every dish, but especially that.
Interviewer: When there were holidays, how did people behave? Were they happier? Did they play in the street? For example, for the village festival, did people roast piglets outside?
Interviewee: Yes. Before St. Peter’s Day, people prepared to celebrate. Two or three days before, they bought a piglet and roasted it in the street. Before, when there was not a piglet, we bought meat and grilled it. Now everyone has a pig, and they bake, celebrate, and receive guests. Those who have guests host them. It is celebrated very well.
Interviewer: And when there were funerals, what did that look like? Was there food? Was there singing or music, perhaps sad songs?
Interviewee: If someone was a musician, they were accompanied with music. They knew what music to play, and you could not stop crying. That is how it was. My uncle used to play like that.
Interviewer: And how do you prepare food now? Have you taught others any dishes?
Interviewee: The same old-fashioned way. But young people today are no longer so old-fashioned; they bake a little more.
Interviewer: What is old-fashioned?
Interviewee: What I said before: potatoes and those things. Those dishes that we used to cook are already used less. I cooked potatoes, added flour, and made dumplings. You put the dumplings on the potatoes. Everyone ate it, it was very good, and now it is disappearing.
Interviewer: What did you cook last?
Interviewee: I do not cook anything now. My sister-in-law cooks now, and that is it.
Interviewer: Marija, thank you very much.
Interviewee: Thank you too.
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